Policy Document 
 Enforcement of Immunization Records as Requirements for Nursery and Primary School Admissions to Address the Challenges of Zero-Dose Children in Bayelsa State
In light of the alarming number of zero-dose children (over 20,000)  within Bayelsa State, it has become imperative that we take urgent action to protect the health and future of our children. The increasing prevalence of children who have not received any immunization poses a significant threat, not only to their health but also to the broader public health in the State.
As part of our efforts to combat this issue, the Ministry of Health has issued a comprehensive policy that mandates the presentation of valid immunization cards as a requirement for admission into Nursey and Primary Schools (private and public inclusive). This policy would ensure that all children in the State have received the necessary vaccinations as prescribed by the National Primary Health Care Development Agency (NPHCDA).
Rationale
1. Public Health Security:
Immunization is one of the most cost-effective and proven strategies to prevent infectious diseases. By ensuring that every child is vaccinated, we can reduce the incidence of vaccine-preventable diseases such as measles, polio, tuberculosis, and hepatitis B, among others.
2. Protecting Vulnerable Populations:
Many of the zero-dose children are part of vulnerable populations that are most at risk of disease outbreaks. Vulnerable population have been shown to have direct correlation with increased mortality and morbidity rates during disease outbreaks. Enforcing vaccination as a prerequisite for school admission will significantly reduce their susceptibility to these diseases.
3. Strengthening Immunization Coverage:
A policy that ties immunization to Nursery and Primary school admissions will strengthen our efforts to achieve universal immunization coverage. This will bring us closer to attaining key public health goals, including the eradication of polio and other vaccine-preventable diseases.
4. Collaboration with Schools and Communities:
Schools serve as vital partners in community health. By requiring proof of immunization, schools can help ensure that children are not only educated but also protected from preventable diseases. Additionally, this policy will increase awareness and encourage parents to vaccinate their children.
       Implementation Strategy
· Public Awareness Campaigns:
The Ministry of Health will collaborate with the Ministry of Education and key stakeholders to carry out widespread sensitization campaigns. These campaigns will inform parents, guardians, school administrators, and the general public about the importance of immunization and the new policy requirement.
· School-Based Monitoring:
A robust monitoring mechanism will be established in schools to verify immunization records during admissions. School health officers/health teachers will be trained to check and ensure that only children with valid immunization cards are enrolled.
· Support for Underserved Communities:
We will identify and target areas with the highest number of zero-dose children, ensuring that immunization services are readily available and accessible. Mobile immunization teams and outreach programs will be deployed to reach hard-to-access communities.
· Grace Period for Compliance:
To facilitate a smooth transition, a grace period of three months may be allowed for parents to vaccinate their children before the policy is fully enforced.
· Expand and collaborate with partners /stakeholders for ownership and participation 
· Innovative Resource mobilization for effective and efficient implementation of immunization activities 



